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1. Recent Meetings and Conferences
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3. Forthcoming Conferences and Events
4. Other News
Welcome to the second BSA Animal/Human Study Group (AHSG) newsletter! 

We are pleased to announce that the Group now has 54 members and a separate Postgraduate Group email list has also been set up.  Moreover, Rebecca Tipper and Beccy Shipman have been overseeing the setting up of the Group’s research database which we hope to have on-line in the very near future.  Please contact Dr Rhoda Wilkie (r.m.wilkie@abdn.ac.uk) for further details. 

1) 
Recent Meetings and Conferences
· Several members of the BSA AHSG presented at the BSA Annual Conference 2007 which was held at the University of East London (12th - 14th April).  The Conference theme was: Social Connections: Identities, Technologies, Relationships.  Anyone interested in following up any of these papers can do so via the following BSA web link:  
http://www.britsoc.co.uk/events/Archive+Annual+Conference.htm
A ‘meet and greet’ lunchtime session was also held by the Group for existing members and interested parties.  Many thanks to Rhoda Wilkie (and others) for organizing this.

· A session on ‘Re-thinking Pet-i-filia’ was held at the 2007 Association of American Geographers meeting in San Francisco (April 2007) which looked at changing natures of pet human relationships. This was organized by Heidi Nast of DePaul University, with speakers including Yi-Fu Tuan and Jennifer Wolch. 
2) 
Publications 
· Cassidy, R and Mullin, M (2007) Where the Wild Things are Now: Domestication Reconsidered.  Berg Publishers

Domestication has often seemed a matter of the distant past, a series of distinct events involving humans and other species that took place long ago. Today, as genetic manipulation continues to break new barriers in scientific and medical research, we appear to be entering an age of biological control. Are we also writing a new chapter in the history of domestication? 

Where the Wild Things Are Now explores the relevance of domestication for anthropologists and scholars in related fields who are concerned with understanding ongoing change in processes affecting humans as well as other species. 

From the pet food industry and its critics to salmon farming in Tasmania, the protection of endangered species in Vietnam and the pigeon fanciers who influenced Darwin, Where the Wild Things Are Now provides an urgently needed re-examination of the concept of domestication against the shifting background of relationships between humans, animals and plants.

Contents

Introduction: 
Domestication Reconsidered (Rebecca Cassidy, Goldsmiths College,    University of London)
1. 
The Domestication of Anthropology (Nerissa Russell, Cornell University, USA)
2. 
Animal Interface: The Generosity of Domestication (Nigel Clark, Open University)
3. 
Selection and the Unforeseen Consequences of Domestication (Helen Leach, University of Otago, New Zealand)

4. 
Agriculture or Architecture? The Beginnings of Domestication (Peter J. Wilson, formerly University of Otago, New Zealand)

5. 
Monkey and Human Interconnections: The Wild, the Captive, and the In-Between (Agustin Fuentes, University of Notre Dame)

6. 
"An Experiment on a Gigantic Scale": Darwin and the Domestication of Pigeons (Gillian Feeley-Harnik, University of Michigan,USA)

7. 
The Metaphor of Domestication in Genetics (Karen Rader, Virginia Commonwealth University, USA)

8. 
Domestication "Downunder": Atlantic Salmon Farming in Tasmania (Marianne Lien, University of Oslo, Norway)

9. 
Putting the Lion out at Night: Domestication and the Taming of the Wild (Yuka Suzuki, Bard College, USA)

10. 
Of Rice, Mammals, and Men: The Politics of "Wild" and "Domesticated" Species in Vietnam (Pamela D. McElwee, Arizona State University, USA)

11. 
Feeding the Animals (Molly H. Mullin, Albion College, USA)
· Hobson-West, P (2007) ‘Joint Review: Robert Garner Animal Ethics and Lyle Munro Confronting Cruelty: Moral Orthodoxy and the Challenge of the Animal Rights Movement’ Sociology (41) 375-377. 
· Vol. 3 no.2 of the online journal Genomics, Society and Policy   (http://gspjournal.com/; due out in August 2007) will be a themed issue on Animal Genomics with the provisional title 'Animal Genomes, Bodies and Tissue in Science and Society'. There will be papers exploring animal genomics, genetics and biotechnology from a range of perspectives including sociology, philosophy, geography and history as well as a discussion around a technical paper on DNA barcoding.
3) 
Forthcoming Conferences
· Animals and Society II: Considering Animals   

This conference will be held 3-6 July 2007 in Hobart, Australia.  Additional information can be found at www.cdesign.com.au/AS2007 
· Public Lecture by Marc Bekoff to be held on Wednesday 4th July 2007  6.30pm - 8.00pm, Dechaineux Lecture Theatre, Centre for the Arts
‘Animal Emotions and Wild Justice: Nasty Baboons, Empathetic Elephants and Moral Mutts

Contact Meredith@cdesign.au for more information

· Society and human-animal studies in gender perspective(s) Gender and Animal Studies Conference Uppsala, 26-28 August 2007

Deadline for submission of abstracts is May 20, 2007
Deadline for other participants is June 20, 2007
The gender and animal studies conference aims at scientists and Ph.D. students active in the field of human-animal studies. The conference is intended for discussions regarding human-animal studies and to facilitate research cooperation among its participants. Subfields include all issues related to the study of gender and animals studies such as: Representation of animals in science, visual culture, popular culture, art, literature and media, postcolonial, and class studies; Animals in politics and law; Women in the conservation and animal rights movement; Men's violence against women and animals; Speciesism; Human-animal boundary work; Human-animal geographies; Animals and philosophy; Animals in culture, religion and history; Animals in human institutions such as agriculture, research and leisure industries, Human-animal interaction and Animals in discourses of science.

Keynote Speakers

Marlene Zuk, UC Riverside, USA

Patricia Adair Gowaty, University of Georgia, USA

Nina Lykke, Linköping University, Sweden

Read more at: http://www.gender.uu.se/en/node25  or contact mans.andersson@gender.uu.se
· Nature and Super Nature: Geographies of the Natural, The Post-Natural and the Super Natural
University of Exeter 20th-21st September 2007

Abstracts of not more than 200 words should be sent to
NatureGeography@Exeter.ac.uk or contact Henry Buller (H.Buller@exeter.ac.uk) for more information

· The British Animal Studies Network 2007- 08 (Director: Erica Fudge, Middlesex University)

The first meeting of the British Animal Studies Network was held on Saturday 26 May, and the full line-up for the remaining 9 meetings has now been finalised. There will be no charge for attendance at any meeting, but prior registration is required. Please register for each meeting at least 1 week in advance by emailing Sally Borrell at sb1211@mdx.ac.uk stating which meeting you are registering for. 
All meetings will be held in the Clore Management Centre, Torrington Square, London WC1. 

Dates for your Diary:
Saturday 28 July 2007: ‘Humans, Animals and Posthumanism’
Speakers: Neil Badmington, Lynda Birke, Ron Broglio

Discussant: Martha Fleming

Saturday 29 September 2007: ‘Anthropomorphism’
Speakers: Hilda Kean, Richard Kerridge, Anat Pick

Discussant: Wendy Wheeler

Saturday 17 November 2007: ‘Anthropology and Animals’*
Speakers: Rebecca Cassidy, Garry Marvin, Piers Vitebsky

Discussant: Roy Ellen

Saturday 9 February 2008: ‘Representing Animals’
Speakers: Philip Armstrong, Gail Davies, Diana Donald

Discussant: John Simons

Saturday 26 April 2008: ‘Children and Animals’
Speakers: Susan Pearson, Victoria de Rijke, Paul Wells

Discussant: Sue Walsh

Saturday 28 June 2008: ‘Companion Animals’*
Speakers: Emily Brady, Clare Palmer, Julie Ann Smith

Discussant: Robert McKay

Saturday 25 October 2008: ‘Animal Futures’
Speakers: Steve Baker, Sarah Franklin, Susan McHugh

Discussant: Simon Glendinning

Saturday 6 December 2008: ‘The Place of Animals’*
Speakers: Steve Hinchliffe, Lewis Holloway, Chris Wilbert

Discussant: David Demeritt

Saturday 21 February 2009: ‘The Future of Animal Studies’
Speakers: Erica Fudge, Donna Haraway, Tom Tyler

Discussant: Erica Fudge

The three meetings marked * (‘Anthropology and Animals’, ‘Companion Animals’, and ‘The Place of Animals’) denote meetings during which the first 90 minutes will not be given over to papers as at the other meetings, but will be organised around a discussion of selected reading materials that will be circulated (electronically or otherwise) at least one month before the meeting. All attendees will be asked to read these materials and send in questions/comments in advance. The discussion will be led by two leading scholars in the chosen field. Details of readings and when and where to send questions/comments will be circulated via the mailing list which can be joined by emailing Sally Borrell at sb1211@mdx.ac.uk. 
· BSA Annual Conference 2008 will be at the University of Warwick (28th -30th March).  The conference theme is: Social Worlds, Natural Worlds
Rhoda Wilkie will forward a call for papers via the Group’s email list in the very near future. 

· A joint BSA AHSG – Royal Geographical Society (RGS) one-day event is in the early stages of being organised.  This meeting will take place in November or December 2007.  Further details will be made available via the Group’s email list in the near future. 
4) 
Other News
· Fully-funded PhD Studentship in Geography: ‘Wild food’ networks and sustainable rural development (School of Geography University of Nottingham)
The School of Geography at the University of Nottingham invites applications from suitably qualified students for the following ESRC CASE Studentship to cover maintenance and fees for full-time study.  This innovative project funded by the ESRC and Game Conservancy Trust will examine food networks based on wild and semi-wild foods in England. The research will seek to develop existing theoretical and empirical work on the geographies of alternative and quality food networks by examining the specific social structures and processes involved in the development and operation of wild food networks and how these contribute to sustainable rural development. The candidate will have a masters degree in geography or cognate discipline, such as sociology, anthropology or environmental studies. Ideally, the candidate will also have relevant post-degree experience and be able to demonstrate an interest in food networks, game, and rural development. The candidate must fulfil relevant ESRC eligibility criteria: 
http://www.esrcsocietytoday.ac.uk/ESRCInfoCentre/opportunities/postgraduate/fundingopportunities
Further details and application forms are available at: www.nottingham.ac.uk/geography or from Jenny Ashmore, Postgraduate Research Administrator, School of Geography, The University of Nottingham, University Park, Nottingham, NG7 2RD.  Tel: 0115 951 5575.  
Email: Jenny.Ashmore@nottingham.ac.uk.  For an informal discussion about the project please contact the academic supervisors: contact Dr Carol Morris (Carol.Morris@nottingham.ac.uk) or Professor Charles Watkins (Charles.Watkins@nottingham.ac.uk). 

The closing date for applications is 30th June 2007. The project will start in September 2007. 

· Richie Nimmo has been recently appointed at the University of Aberdeen meaning there is now a second member of staff whose research focuses centrally upon animals. This consolidates further animal-human sociology at Aberdeen, and indicates increasing acknowledgement by university departments of this rapidly growing field within contemporary sociology. His research looks at the policing of the human/animal boundary in modernity through a case study of the late nineteenth and early twentieth century British dairy industry.
 
Please send any comments or information for the next newsletter to Rebekah.fox@rhul.ac.uk 
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