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Welcome to the sixth BSA Animal/Human Study Group (AHSG) newsletter!
1) Important Group Announcements 

2) Forthcoming Group Meetings and Conferences
3) Forthcoming member Publications 
4) Forthcoming Conferences and Events
5) Information about new projects 
For general enquiries about the Study Group please contact Dr Rhoda Wilkie (r.m.wilkie@abdn.ac.uk) or visit our website at www.ahsg.co.uk  
1.
Important Group Announcements 
· The AHSG Needs You!
We are looking for a technically–minded member to assist us with updating the BSA-AHSG website and postgraduate project database. This would be a great opportunity for post-graduates (or others) to get actively involved with the group and its activities.  Please contact the website co-ordinator Rebecca Tipper rebecca.tipper@manchester.ac.uk for more information. 
· Changing status of unwaged/student members  
As you know, BSA members, students and unwaged applicants are currently exempt from paying the one-off membership fee.  This will continue to be the case.  However, some postgraduate members have now completed their studies and entered into paid employment.  Having consulted with the BSA, it has been decided, that in such instances he/she will be asked to pay the one-off joining fee should they wish to continue their Group membership.  This change has been inserted into the AHSG membership form.  In the near future, Dr Rhoda Wilkie will be in touch with members whose non-fee membership status has changed to clarify their intentions. 
2. 
Forthcoming Group Meetings and Conferences

· The AHSG has organised an informal session (lunch meet and greet) at the BSA Annual Conference, Glasgow Caledonian University, 7th-9th April 2010.  

This session will take place from 12.30pm-1.30pm on Friday 9th April and will give new and existing members a chance to discuss their work and possible plans for the Group. 
· Dr Rhoda Wilkie is in the early stages of planning a postgraduate networking event.  We are hoping to hold this event in London late spring/early summer 2010.  More details will be circulated in due course.  
· Dr Rhoda Wilkie is also exploring the possibility of organising a one-day conference late autumn/early winter 2010.  Once again, more information will be circulated in due course.  Watch this space! 

3. 
Forthcoming Member Publications 

· Wilkie, Rhoda (in press) Livestock/Deadstock: Working with Farm Animals from Birth to Slaughter. Temple University Press: Philadelphia.
4.    Forthcoming Conferences and Events
· Day Conference: Animal(s) Matter(s): the Future of Critical Animal Studies, April 23rd 2010, Foresight Centre, University of Liverpool 
Sponsored by the Institute for Critical Animal Studies, the Society for Applied Philosophy, the Mind Association and the Department of Philosophy at Liverpool.
 
Alistair Currie (PETA):

Gauging, Changing and Mobilising Public Opinion: Challenges for AR Advocates

Prof Celia Deane-Drummond (Chester & CAFOD): 
Taking leave of the animal: transhumanity as transanimality.

Jasmijn de Boo (Animals Count): 
Animal protection on hold in conservative UK 

Prof Robert Garner (Leicester):

In Defence of Sentiency: A Critique of One Version of Animal Rights 
 
Dr Simon James (Durham):

Animal Minds and the Demand for Evidence
 
Dr Dan Lyons (Uncaged Campaigns):

Advancing animal protection: Strategic action in an adverse structural context 
 
Dr Karen Morgan (Cardiff):

Ethical veganism and animal rights: learning from feminist research and activism
 
Dr Anat Pike (UEL):

Creaturely Ethics: Beyond the Discourse of Rights
 
Dr Richard Twine (Lancaster):

Putting the 'critical' in Critical Animal Studies. What does it mean?
 
Dr Richard White (Sheffield Hallam):

Building Alliances between academic and activist communities.
 
Cost (including lunch & refreshments): £40 (waged); £30 (students & unwaged), payable to University of Liverpool. For further information and to register your interest in attending the event, contact Stephen R.L.Clark, Dept of Philosophy, University of Liverpool, 7 Abercromby Square, Liverpool L69 7WY.
· Wild bird care in the garden: A scientific look at large scale, do-it yourself, wildlife management, 
UFAW International Animal Welfare Symposium, Zoological Society of London, London, UK: 4th (and, possibly also, 5th) May 2010. 
In recent years, there has been a huge growth of interest in feeding garden birds in many countries. In the UK, the amounts provided make a significant contribution to the annual food requirements of many bird populations. At a time when human changes to the environment are a major threat to many other species, garden bird feeding is grass roots, do-it-yourself wildlife management on a large scale. 

 

Whether we like it or not, in meeting the needs of the vast and rapidly growing human population and in tackling the associated environmental consequences, the whole world is becoming a managed environment. Can lessons learned from caring for free-living backyard wildlife be applied more widely to help conserve biodiversity and to avoid adversely affecting wildlife welfare? 

 

The aim of this symposium is to consider these questions and to share the results of recent research and advances in understanding on various aspects of the feeding and management of garden birds (matters that UFAW and others have been working on together in recent years through the Garden Bird Health Initiative – see http://www.ufaw.org.uk/gbhi.php). Topics will include nutritional aspects, effects on breeding and survival, epidemiology of diseases, and technological advances.

        

Introduction: the garden bird health initiative 
James Kirkwood (Universities Federation for Animal Welfare) 

The history of garden bird feeding 
Chris Whittles (CJ WildBird Foods Ltd) 

Feeding wild birds: why we need to know more about a global experiment Darryl Jones (Griffith University, Australia) 

Impacts of over-winter feeding on health and productivity 
Jonathan Blount and Stuart Bearhop (University of Exeter) 

Effects of food supplementation in spring and early summer on breeding performance 
S James Reynolds (University of Birmingham) 

The RSPB house sparrow feeding trial in London 
Will Peach (Royal Society for the Protection of Birds) 
Provision of supplementary food at garden feeding stations and its value to wild birds in Britain and Ireland 
Mike Toms and David Glue (British Trust for Ornithology) 

Factors influencing disease transmission at garden feeding stations: a national analysis 
Liz Humphreys1, Rob Robinson1, Becki Lawson2and Mike Toms1 (1BTO, 2Institute of Zoology) 

Monitoring breeding success of urban birds: the BTOs nest box challenge David Leech and Vivienne Greenough (British Trust for Ornithology) 

Trichomonosis – an emerging threat to garden birds 
Becki Lawson (Institute of Zoology) 

Dynamics of mycoplasmal conjunctivitis in house finches 
André Dhondt (Cornell University, USA) 

A pilot study to determine epidemiological factors associated with the emergence of trichomonosis in wild finch populations of the Canadian Maritime Provinces 
Scott McBurney, Spencer Greenwood, Raphaël Vanderstichel and María Forzán (University of Prince Edward Island, Canada) 

Contact Details:
Stephen Wickens, Development Officer, UFAW, The Old School, Brewhouse Hill, Wheathampstead, Hertfordshire, AL4 8AN, UK. Tel: +44 (0) 1582 831818; Fax: +44 (0) 1582 831414; Website: www.ufaw.org.uk; Email: wickens@ufaw.org.uk
· Animal Movements • Moving Animals
A symposium on direction, velocity and agency in humanimal encounters, Uppsala University, Sweden, 27th and 28th May 2010

Call for Papers:

In recent years Animal Studies has underlined the significance of animals in
human lives. The encounters are infinite and variable ranging from the
mundane to the remarkable, the obvious to the unobserved, the euphoric to
the dystopian. However, encounters are not static, and recent work has
highlighted how important movement is to humanimal relations, be it the
conflicts arising as conservation species cross the imperceptible boundaries or
very real fences of conservation areas or the ‘socio-economic benefits’ of an
egg from a hen that can range free. Furthermore each encounter has its own
pace; in agriculture the rate at which animals are raised creates competing
discourses of ‘good meat’ and speed infuses the ethical discussions in
biotechnology. Equally animals are caught up in the globalised networks of
production and consumption which materially and discursively circulate animals and their body parts as currency, capital or commodities. Consequentially, movement affects human imaginings of animals and shapes political ideologies. Thus direction, velocity and how various power relations converge to enable or prevent movement are fundamental to understandings of humanimal encounters. Therefore in this symposium we want to further such debates by bringing together current work on animal mobility and movement. In addition to paper sessions key note addresses will be given by Bryndis Snaebjornsdottir (Artist and researcher), Henry Buller (University of Exeter), and Nigel Rothfels (University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee)

If you are interested in presenting a paper at this symposium please submit an abstract of 250 words at [web address] no later than 28th February 2010.

Suggested topics include but are not limited to:

•       Depicting animal movement in art, literature and visual culture
•       Moving agricultural animals
•       Animals in political movements
•       Movement within the laboratory
•       Pets: mobility and captivity
•       Trading animals
•       Animal migrations
•       Feral paths: The urban animal
•       Locomotion in animal ontologies: discourses of movement in
         caretaking
•       Animal liberation
•       Humanimal encounters through play, leisure and tourism
•       Relocating animals: zoos, farms, the wild and the spaces in-between
•       (Re)presenting movement: animals as historical or biographical
         subjects

Further details are available at www.genna.gender.uu.se/AMMA or by emailing animals@gender.uu.se
· Recent advances in animal welfare science. 

UFAW Animal Welfare Conference, York Merchant Adventurers’ Hall, 30th June 2010 

Animal welfare is a cross-disciplinary area of science that is attracting increasing interest and funding and is being widely employed to guide and inform legislation and practice relating to the use of animals. Much, however, still remains to be understood. As part of its commitment to improving the way we understand and care for animals, the Universities Federation for Animal Welfare is holding the second of a series of one-day conferences on ‘Recent advances in animal welfare science’ on 30th June 2010. 

 
Programme details: 
 
The Validation Of Infrared Thermography As A Non-Invasive Tool To Assess Welfare In The Horse (Equus caballus) 

Burton K, Hall C, Wells C and Billett E (Nottingham Trent University, UK) 
Sleep As A Welfare Measure?
Hänninen L, Hokkanen AH, Pastell M, de Passille AM, Rushen J, Hepola H and Raussi S (University of Helsinki and MTT Agri-Food Finland, Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada) 

 Development Of New Techniques To Assess Pain In Domestic Chickens
Hothersall R, Caplen G, Murrell J, Nasr M, Nicol C, Waterman-Pearson A and Weeks C (University of Bristol, UK) 

 Development Of The EFSA Guidance On Risk Assessment For Animal Welfare
Ribó O, Candiani D and Alpigiani I (European Food Safety Authority (EFSA), Italy) 

 Using Microarrays To Examine Production-Based Stress And Associated Welfare Problems In The Broiler Chicken
Sherlock L, Cheng Z, Wathes CM and Wathes DC (Royal Veterinary College, UK) 
Using Abattoir Surveillance To Quantify Welfare Problems Associated With Tagging Sheep's Ears
Silva C, Laing N, Mellor DJ and Ellis K (University of Glasgow and Clyde Veterinary Group, Lanark, UK) 

 Tests Of Cognitive Bias Can Inform On Pigs Subjective Affective State
Walsh C, Douglas C, Bédué A, Bateson M and Edwards S (Newcastle University, UK and ENITA de Clermont Ferrand, France) 

 

There will be a poster session during the lunch break which will feature over 40 presentations. Further details, including the full programme of speakers and a registration form, can be found on the UFAW website. Registration is from 8.30, with talks starting at 9.30 and ending at 17.50.
Additional information:
UFAW intends these conferences on recent advances (the first of which was held in 2008) to become a regular event that provide a forum at which the broad community of scientists, veterinarians and others concerned with animal welfare can come together to share knowledge and practice, discuss advances and exchange ideas and views. As part of this commitment, and to ensure that the meeting is accessible to widest range of those with an interest in animal welfare, UFAW aims to keep the registration fee to attend the conferences low, this year it is just £20. Note: This price includes refreshments but delegates will need to make their own arrangements for lunch. www.ufaw.org.uk
· The Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association will be held in Atlanta, Georgia from August 14th-17th, 2010. 

Regular Session: “Human-Animal Interaction”: 
Session Organizer: Tracey Harris, Cape Breton University 

Section on Animals and Society Session: 
“Cutting-Edge Research on Animals and Society” 

Session Organizer: Amy J. Fitzgerald, University of Windsor 

Description:  There is an ever-growing amount of empirical and theoretical work in the area of animals and society. As this area of inquiry proliferates and matures, it is useful to examine works at the cutting-edge of these pursuits. This session will showcase academic work that pushes our thinking in new directions and further illustrates the importance of attending to non-human animals within the discipline of sociology.
Please see asanet.org for more information

· Vital Signs 2: Engaging Research Imaginations 
The 2nd International and Interdisciplinary Conference 7-9th September 2010, University of Manchester, UK 

Organised by: 
Realities, part of the ESRC National Centre for Research Methods

Keynote speakers: 

David Inglis 

(Cultural Sociology, University of Aberdeen) 

Nigel Rapport 
(Anthropology/Philosophy, St Andrews University) 

Gillian Rose 
(Geography/Visual Culture, Open University) 

Jennifer Mason 
(Sociology, University of Manchester) 

How can we engage our research imaginations and rise to the challenge of 
generating knowledge that is vital and resonates with complex and multi-
dimensional lived realities? Vital Signs 2 will provide a major forum for lively and engaged discussion of these issues. Abstracts are invited in the following kinds of areas. These are intended to inspire the imagination, and should not be seen as prescriptive.

Approaches to researching nature, culture, the material and the social 

Researching visual, auditory, tactile and other sensory realms
Researching in/tangibility, intersubjectivity, memory, feelings 

Crossover, hybrid and mixed methods in real life research 
Bridging different disciplines in understanding real life; for example, 
combining ‘social science’, ‘science’, ‘art’, ‘literature’, ‘history’, ‘policy’ 
and ‘journalism’ 

Authenticity, rigour, rhetoric and imagination. What counts as ‘evidence’? 
How is knowledge about real lives constituted, substantiated and made believable? 

Using different ‘registers’, modes and media to represent and communicate 
knowledge 

Thinking and theorizing with real life data 

Real life research ethics, moralities and politics 

Deadline for abstracts: 9.30am, Monday 15th March 2010. 
http://www.manchester.ac.uk/realities/events/vitalsigns/
· The 9th Congress of the European Society for Agricultural and Food Ethics (EurSafe) will be held on 16-18 September 2010, at the University of Deusto, and the University of the Basque Country (Bilbao - Spain).

 
The 9th EurSafe Congress, that celebrates its tenth anniversary this year, is an invitation to reflect on the challenges of agriculture and food in the third millennium. Advances in the biosciences in relation to achieving global food security have raised interesting socio-ethical and legal questions that we must tackle from an interdisciplinary perspective. Sustainability, Bioenergy and Animal welfare are topics that will be discussed, together with reflections on the goals and methods in agricultural and food ethics. The possible contribution these ethics may offer to political decision-making and the training of future bioscience graduates and post-graduates will also be covered at this international forum.

 
Congress Topics:
1. 
Climate change policies and food security
2. 
Agriculture and aquaculture for global food security
3. 
The role of local breeds and traditions in sustainable agriculture and aquaculture
4. 
Alleviating hunger and poverty: Role of agri-food research
5. 
The role of biotechnology in food security
6. 
Ethical and legal aspects of bioscience patenting
7. 
Eating, nutrition and health: Ethical and legal considerations
8. 
Food labelling and consumer protection
9. 
The role of ethical engagement and public participation in EU food governance
10. 
Ethics of bioenergy production
11. 
Ethical, welfare and legal status of farm and laboratory animals in the EU
12. 
Teaching ethics, animal welfare and law for the biosciences and agri-food sector
 

Please, see the details at www.eursafe2010.es.
5.  Information about new projects
· Foucault and Animals 
Call for Abstracts for Proposed Edited Collection 
Matthew Chrulew and Dinesh Wadiwel (eds.)  
“The animal in man no longer has any value as the sign of a Beyond; it has become his madness, without arelation to anything but itself; his madness in the state of nature.”
“it is a technique of training, of dressage, that ‘despotically excludes in everything the leastrepresentation, and the smallest murmur’…”
“for millennia, man remained what he was for Aristotle: a living animal with the additional capacity for apolitical existence; modern man is an animal whose politics places his existence as a living being in question.”
Michel Foucault, History of Madness; Discipline and Punish; and The Will to Knowledge.
Michel Foucault had much to say on many things, and the legacy of his thinking can be found across a diverse range of fields of inquiry, including philosophy, sociology, psychology, history, politics, architecture, health sciences, ethics and sexuality. Foucault says very little about animals. And perhaps, as a consequence, while Foucault would seem to be everywhere in social and political theory, the impact of his work is yet to be fully appreciated within the emerging field of animal studies. As has been shown in recent critical engagements with Foucault that have drawn connections with animal life, including those of Giorgio Agamben, Donna Haraway, and Roberto Esposito, Foucault’s work is extremely profitable for understanding our conflicted relationships with animals. More than another of the endless applications of his work, we believe this conjunction to be essential: both for the advancement of a new field struggling with questions of power, knowledge, and ethics; and for the study of a philosopher whose antihumanism failed to interrogate the category of species. We are seeking abstracts from scholars engaged with Foucault and animal studies for a proposed edited book collection. The collection will be unashamedly critical in approach, seeking to include articles that challenge systems of power which simultaneously organise conduct, violence, care and domination of nonhuman animals, from wildlife parks to factory farms. However, we also recognise there is an urgent need for indepth, inter-disciplinary theorisation that is able to map and challenge the lines of distinction between human and animal. We therefore encourage submissions from scholars working in a range of disciplines, interested in how Foucault might be used to consider human and animal relations in a broad sense. We welcome not only philosophical discussion but analysis of science, policy, and activist praxis. We encourage not simply the transfer of Foucauldian concepts but their effective adaptation to multispecies contexts.
Suggested topic areas include:
• Biopolitics;

• Ethics and the care of the self;

• Power and the political;

• Discourse and knowledge;

• Governmentality and conduct;

• Sovereignty and security;

• History of biology and science;

• Discipline, training and communication;

• Panopticism, surveillance, gaze, spectacle;

• Sexuality;

• Animal subjectivities;

• Heterotopias of interspecies contact;

• The animality of humanity;

• Humanism, language and the border of species.
For abstract submissions (of 500 words), or to discuss proposed contributions, please email either Matthew Chrulew at mchrulew@gmail.com
or Dinesh Wadiwel at dwadiwel@gmail.com
Abstract deadline: 28th February 2010.

Projected completed book chapter deadline: late 2010.
· Lewis Holloway, University of Hull, will begin a new two-year ESRC project in June 2010 entitled:

'Robotic and information technologies in livestock agriculture: new relationships between humans, cows and machines'

The project is led by Lewis Holloway in the Department of Geography, University of Hull, and the co-investigator is Chris Bear, Institute of Geography and Earth Sciences, Aberystwyth University. 
The project will examine the co-constitutive relationships between technologies, dairy cows and humans in the development and use of robotic milking and information technologies in UK dairy farming. The research will involve in-depth interviewing with farmers, farm workers and representatives of the technology manufacturers, and observational work with cows, machines and people on farms.
· The Biting Machine Project: Paul Granjon, artist and performer


The project is loosely based on Joseph Beuys’ performance I Like America and America Likes Me, 1974. The artist shared a gallery space in New York for three days with a wild coyote, period over which he and the coyote developed a form of inter-species relationship. I have undertaken to produce a durational performance with an autonomous mobile robot that will take the
role occupied by the coyote in Beuys’ piece.

The co-evolution of humans and machines has been the underlying subject of my artwork for several years. I am interested in how humans create at an
increasingly rapid rate tools and prosthesis of exponential complexity, and
how these tools in turn affect the human experience. I make machines for
performances and exhibitions that comment in an often humorous fashion on
the relation of humans and machines, aiming to bring the audience to
question human dependence on ultra-complex technologies and suggest a more empowered attitude towards these technologies.

I have built several installations and autonomous robots that refer to the
animal world.  The next animal-robot I am working on is inspired by Beuys’ coyote. Of a similar size and and presenting a similar danger to human beings as a mid-sized canine mammal, the robot will be able to adapt to situations andenvironments, learn from experience and develop a memory. The specific outcomes of the co-habitation will be shaping the personality of the machine in a durable manner. Two or more machines will be built and develop their own personalities through different experiences in different contexts.

The artificial intelligence software/hardware and the cognitive system of
the machine will be created in collaboration with robotics scientists.

Considered features:
- navigation within, and some memorizing of the machine’s environment
- ability to distinguish the human from the environment
- learning, adaptive and memorizing functions
- personality building module, emergent behaviors
- characteristics of an efficient feral embodiment for such a machine
(sensing devices, actuators, electronic design, programming)
- “6th sense” mode of communication between the human and the machine

The relation developed between the human and the Biting Machine over a
period of co-presence is likely to provide a fertile ground for reflecting
and discussing issues related to the future of humans and machines. The
machine will also provide an insight in and a development module for the
development of robotic animals and of agents for human/machine performance.  For more information see www.zprod.org
Thank you for reading this newsletter!
Please send any comments or information for the next newsletter by 31st March 2010 to r.fox@kingston.ac.uk  
The BSA is a Company Limited by Guarantee.  Registered in England and Wales.  Company Number: 3890729.  Registered Charity Number 1080235.
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